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Dated 3rd December 1886 

From the officiating Secretary to the government of India, Home Department, 
To the Secretary of the Ptmijab . 

In reply to your letter No 1044 of the 8th June last, I am directed to say that the Governor 
General in council issued expresses his concurrence with the views of Sir Charles Aitchison 
that the use of the term Wahhabi should be discontinued in official correspondence . 
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From U.M. Young, Secretary to the Government of Punjab 
To Maiilvi Abu Saeed Mohammad Hussain Editor of Ishaat ul Surmah, Lahore 
In reply to yoijr letter No 195 of the 12th May last, asking that the use of the expression 
Wahabi in reference to the members of the community which you claim to represent may be 
prohibited in government orders. 

I am directed to forward the enclosed copy of a letter No 1738 of the 3rd "" from the 
officiating Secretary to the government of India in the Home Department, sanctioning 
discontinuance of the use of the term Wahabi in official correspondence. 

I return the books received with your letter No 547 of the 21 September last, together with 
the original signed notices which you have been good enough to submit in your subsequent 
letters for the persual of the government . 
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^ i/ty-V^ \h ^jj. (T^Mi^^ifd U-^i y'/ :y 
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m 



<6'jIj ^'ili'V J ' 4ii»j 0 Olj 'U-.^ij Ujb 01 < Jxi U jJlSj 4jipLs i-j^!* t^-'^J' 
S-aLcuJl lij jU-"^! oJllp c~j ^ (^1 i^Ji^lj jJUJl jj^lWl Ulj 0 oJi* ily 01 J 

tULsJlj 4_Il«J f^l* J^} J*^ C$-l-4^l j-ij 

OUj j_jS I jii^ ^JlkJI OlS' I jl < J*ij (j-J ^JbJl OU _;Jl ^JiP "4 (J*i ^ 

*lwJ( APJlJI ^ (j-Jj ipJu OjSC Axjaii (jJ J-il tliJbtJl j f^^^ 

_^ jvaJl (_jS JU^ jJlS" r^l* 4j 5-,ai!i=^l Jil jJl <|j^2i!t< j^i- Ujij j 
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4j Jj i^jr^ j^' ij/* '-^b * fi-^-**-^ (j^ t^;^*^ '-^^ ^"^b (^J C^--' 



'^1 Jl^^ldlili(Ojj 



Jl f^'6-*^'t/i^'>^c/V' ^'--l^ J'^'l/' 
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ajJj ^As^tJLi] ^ lil lyft}" OlS' Jli djJl:>^ <u«.«— . 

^ _a jJu^^aJl ^J^l (^W? Lik5^ A**^JL/» ^ ^ ^ ; (_^iU>aj 

<u,^> jJu- U <LiJu jxij 0 ^ lil f^lr 4131 J_^j J Jli 

® _^ J^^l <u-tj jxij b( dJJii J*ij J ^ jS"^ dJUli J»ij OlS' j 

4j| ^"^Is ^1 ^ a i^L^Jlj SjrU ij^lj _yjl_5 jvJ—^lj lSjI^^' ^ y^b(^) 

Ajaj LJli J Jipl 0 ji^l ^ j>li lil OlS" fMlP -tijl J sjJlv2j jv^-jlpl 

Ugl (^iU<J j_j2>- 4jJu ^ J. 01 ^Ijl lilj Jli j»J <U;SsJL;« UgJ (^jUo 

<Li Jy jj ^ j«li lili J Ji::pU ajJu ^xi j oJujj- sJlJl ^^^^ Jli lili 

_o J I .^ll ^lal <L«^jL* 1 T 

5 Jl j.Ls lil Jl ill Jj--j ^ ^JUs ^1 l5 /!l ^^l_5( \ . ) 

lil <UAv2j J 01 :!ljl lilj 4jI y lil diili ^^^.j "^k^^ J-^^ 'Sl-'y M 
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L^*j^^ j-ij- ^j-^ ^ y ^bj^l ^1 Jli jj^j jjj^ jjj^ ^ ^ ^ ) 

^ y. ois" all J^j 5i ji\ j^ij jjb -u^i j7 ^ \ ) 

liJJb Ji« Ug*i J j^S" J uij <LJilj UiU- 4jJu iLaJl J-ix^lj ^Ui (_jLv2J iJ^S' 

®_dUli Ji. Jjl cJj J dUli Ji. lil J 

"Jjl JuP s jiiJU JciLs fMP-Jjl J s jL^ j_jll jl o~^l jl JUi sjLi'yi 



JU 0 ^1 JJl J 01 (_5il JU i_JlS' |v-^Ip j_5SL«Jl ^ j5^lj(^ 1) 

<LiJy j_j J ^Ui <lJ| o Jii (_jU!J eAjS' f^iy aiJl J_^j 5 jJu<5 j_j)l 0 c-ii 
^S'jj 01 jIjI Uii JipLJI j ^ ^\ J "US' |_jliP (_j^l («-si> J V-il IjiU- j^^j:^- 
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i_jLJl ^yj JU f^lP j^iji •^.■^ jS'iU Juu i_jUl j_jS (^Jl< jJl Jl5 
esib tjib Lsi'j cT^b i^jij^l (jJ ^>^J (jJ Jf'jJ J^Jj^O^ 

jvUl J^l ^yixi J 1 i^-l^ J-**' es*^-?^' '^^ ' LS^' 

-M^J O*'*^ t>^b tT^b ° y- J Crj' (»-«-^ f^Ti^l ^b^w^l 
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^1 4i»ii_5 5 y y ^y. rM* Ail jJl fUJl 
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cSjjiJ < LS'j:a iJjj'j bitiy I'^lP 41)1 J j ji} JU aJI UjjI JU 

"^1 <^A;"^I ^Lp oix^ *^ Jj' ^ j^'j 

Livillj sjj^lj t^^'j (jt^ *— *^ J^'j SJlIJI jLix^lj Jj'b!' ^j^^^^' 

^Aj (J-U.^1j Sj1J_^1 C^Lv^ CLo-bJl j^'^J 

<ij( JU Jiii (j-^ *jl t^-ji-* Jlj Olj J "dJl Jl-p i^JiJ- JjVli 

<_ijiv2J ^< g Jjl Uj OL-^lj JaliJl ^Js- liJJli J-»^»<-« ■slj "— ' jvsjl Uij 
Ail :> jiu Jls jbj ^1 ^\ _5 iSvj j-i 0"^ JaiL^s ^UJl sjL^Ij IJl» 4jlji,jii jjb ^1 
jj^jUxll i^jij"^ J si ^ :!L^I aJ jj«J aJ'V i^Ji^l Jii^ :!L^'VI IJla liLs 
Jjji (jp Jj-bJl ajIjj ypl: jjb (_5il Jy (jsij liLj-i jy!J (^pI: JjVI J jiJi 

^ O^' LS^^ LS^ ^-b^' "■^ J LSi' ■^-y- (^J LJ AJVoLiJ 
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bl OlS" Jl\ 01 jXiU Ua jJl^^Ij cSjI^I CSjJ^ J W («-:!^^ ijJ JiJ*^' 

_JlaU^ jS^ iS jUjaJl L. lis" 

JoJm 4j| ^ ^1 J jS ^ SjIJ^I ^ j-i ^LfJl jS'i L«j 

i_s* t^-'y'^' 2f ■'"^ o.'"^ o'^' °' JJ ^ '-^'■^ (_5ibjt> 3J jlJcuJi 

JiiPj J ojj^l J Uvi!l ^J^J c~Jl (^t J lilj 0 jL^\ lil ^\ y ix^ 

US' *5L^I jvi^l J JuV y>j jUjJI 
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U^jI oJlS'j^l S-L^l J jjiJl |jy> Jj'^U "Li j^j JJjJ Oy> 4i' y^«jlJ Jj<ij OLJ"^! 01 

g^j ii y I'^lP 01 jjfc AiA jiUxo^JU "US' ^ ii y j" j 
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j^ij 5jb^i juil (MlF^^i J>^| J^- r' "^'^ 

JO. Jip iJlJiJl jL'VI J tUjU-^l 1^1 ^ bl J UL^I ^jj- "Vl 4J 

^j.L«JLj <_jLj^ t^;*^' US^jl Lkjbj iji^^ J^^ j 'j I ^) 1 ^ ^-^^ 

jjJlJI c£I liJJii A-jy i^' jj=<«i -''^ i_5i^j2^' OUJl^jjI JliUS" <4i~- 0*>U2j aI^j 

j_jpJu Ob ji-^ aJLs OLJI jAj 4S' y ^L»j!-VI 0Lj:(_^jLJ1 ^LiJl 

LJ U- j yu\ 0 jSCJ jjJuUJl ^Jaju f .1 jS'Ju (j^xjj *i)L< ^UjpVI "iJifi 

J-Pj^^U-J CS-*-* J^'j- W^J J^^' C"*^ •'-^ LS^- 

0 j^l j5^T ^ liJUU J (Jl»j *1wJ( JlSj l^U J (_5<^ljj'^l LS^J JUt^lj 
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0 ^'i US' J ^\ sJl» 5 jJu<5 |_jS t^Ju"^! jxij 01 tUixJl jjixj I ajJii 

jLs (_jjL>iJl aUIO-p y\ Jli 5;-- |Uj<JI J-*I jSS'I J^Pj o oL^ jXaJl t^^Us 

UU jTi oOa Ji* j^j'^l oUi jUjI jb'VI (.-f^ ^ Jfi jUj Ojj 

<uiJl 0 jvii^ i_-JrUJl ^\ Jli J iJlL. US' (_5pJuJl ^_jSbj aJl 
0 jA j>~ \ ^ 01 Ai«Jl i^^"^ (J_^ jS' ^1 jj O^"^^ 

_LL;J^I cLoU^ Joj US' 3_-;_- ^1 I &i 

uiLJl ^Ujt'VI L^JiP 45- jJu>j> oJS'j^I jJiJl AA^l jJlp S^b'Vl 01 ij^jLJl ^UJl j 

Jl jJaJl 4j1 ^,^1 Ji 1^ jlj Jl ^"illj i^wJl 0 jL^ JlP |»j-UJl 01 JlP uiiwJlj 

_4jLjIj jJ*X»i>J 01 ^r^l '. l)^-tll 1 Jj^J fi^Sj/a j-P 1^1 ^ l^S" jlj ^ jJ-i*2jUJ1 

il jb" 01 ^ ^UjrNlj Uajl y>_) (""^U sJS'j^I jjJl 2u^l il p 01 :j-«li!l j»l-ioJl j 

^\ M^J"'^ _jL^l 2ii;>Jl 3llJIj j1 J, 01 "ill (""^ISCJl Jjl OjS'i^ 
Ji« 01 tiLi"^ _5 Uajl <j>^ju OlS" fSu' aJl Jj«iJl 0 jS" SjL^ ^JmJl 0 jS" 

^j^JJl (j-XxS" jjl c-ili Uil 4jt«j>Jl Juy J-^itS' Ji\ (_jU2^ Oli aIpLs V^"^ 

Jl^ j ObxS" ^1 dlL- j_5Jl ^U-l J aJ^. ^ _^ ^Vl Js- V U4^ 

_ J jVl i— '1 J-oS'l <uljis ixjjVl 
p gjle aj jl jJl oUil j::p'^1 _(^;^1 ^1 (_jLp 5j jl jJl oUsl j::p'V1 ^ :^LJl ^LLjl 
jjUI ^\ A^ji^Jl j_jIp (^1 U> _)1 (^Ij JS" ^Js- (_5l U j,.^ ^-^jj' L4I 

: JUi'bll ^1 ^ S-ju^I ^ |V^_5 |V-^-bl 0 jx^ji 
^\ ^ jJU is yjJl i^-b- 0 j«il Js\ Jox^l (_jJl oIj1j_;J1 (^jSl IjJU Jj'VU 
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O'i! 4j J ji; '-^-JJ ^1 jl Ui jJ Luit- tJl "ijl IjV-fjwtus 

lJj>-l jl 0 jL;j> j^jIl^ jjjjJl ^1 c~jSj ^l^*- (jj'V 0 j^>^ J j5 <ulip J-bU j^jLf- LiL>-l 

J ^1 iJjb "(J-o^' 0 tji j-^J ^ ^J"^ "^^j c^b 

^^gip aJIjJI 3j>tj j-v^l SjjS'j^l oIjIj^I ij^J^ J ^ jj-* 

0 J (^^'^ ^ 'Ujj^s-^ f'j-^J 'UJlP ^ -2 Uiajl 1 
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jSsj ^}S' "uip jLSIII i3L«j' -lii ''jl I jj6 Jij_5 3jU»JI ^^..^-wJl 

J j«-f<>-^ ^ ji'j 1^' ij^'j iSjJ^^J AjU<-^Ij Sjj^y 01 Uiil I jJlij 
L)li <L5 0 J J g ^ 0 J 1 g^lg- aJlLm^ aJlp J S-'j g;^''^ 

0 (_5S tUbJl "JiP jij"! J 

j^^^ "dus ^JiP (jljij'bllj jvS^JtJis jvf! ljU-i jLv2S s j^>j5' y jvS'j jvai ^ l-i^ l-JlJ 

<L™J f^iy "dJl J y^j JlHs jvr*!^! /r-- y' Ji 01 jji^ -^j^ 4jl 0 



^ Las- ^ |7s!^ c-Jlp ^\ 2llwJIj ^Jil^ JUi'^l 2^w«j>!- ^ ^xSjcj 
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sOJi J js aiiUJI ^ j^rj ^lill I y^lJi t.jilS' <LSiJuj c-jj-SvJ1 jpl 

( j&Jj 01 jjfe ^Uor*>o c3 ^u^*yi (3 ^ j^i J j5 1-^->^ j.^:>B^i J jS 

^U*^*^! (^-^ jj;dLS*-^l Ols cJii^ ^y**^ Jl j^*^ ^-aJI^^ fl-Aj"lj Slt^v^ ^ (J js ^1 
Jajl j-i j^jllp SJu::^ oJl>-1j Ak«^ ^^,,r^e'\\ ^ ^ jiJi jjS'Jl« jaL^ "--S' _;^1 
i^jij J c~;i<Jl 3-Sjl y J jl ,_/2«J j-i oLjIi ^Jfi <_iJ^l OlS' jlj 
^ jjS'Jm ^ Lj ^L»jp*>U UJLst/" 4j jS" j^jlp jijl (^^' J>*J J-* ^-i^ 

i_ili^l 01 J ^Ukjp'^Ij <OiLsL« J-^ii^ Jjtij OLjVI n-«j -ijiil _5-»Jl jvlw-Jl 

oi^ AiLcJl JS^jJl JlP ^1 VI (_s::«iV il diiliS' j^j 5Jis-1 j *kw^ 
jJkJl |Jl*Jb JujJ'il J (_s«^j-iJl J jiiJl (_j^l JlpJiiUl *JVj JJjJaJ jJbtJl ^ *k-Jl 
(J~* (Jj '— ij^' Ol:>«5t- J aJlp i^jLj jJl2j ^ i^jxiUiJlj ^uLi?- ^^1 ^Ji« L^liJu 
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AjtL* ^^^Lp 

jLjiJp'^l I J3t^ j^jjt« jJlij ^IjJl I j«;<2*J J JJlSJI JlJ J 

(^jsJj (^jaJ (^1 1^ j>Jj iJ jJU Vlj Ji 01 oblj^l f J y Jjjb" 

<lJlp jI j^u^"^! ^jL lijK LaJw ^jJI _jJ j jJl-JI j^^s Jli US' <lJlp jI y^jL-."^! ^jjJ 

fin 

^(jJVI Ji*J jl j^^'ill (_5j iJ*5b^'ill J (_sj JUrVI UijS^ J*ii)l liUb i_s» 
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^^^^xix-^ 01 aJLS U-A^ j j^Jj^LjI ^^^JC^^ 01 ^^^^4jl:>tv2Jl ^^«k:?rlj ^^3*t?-jJu ^LJl*J1 

^U^^!l ^.Is. ^_jPil ^ jiOjJi jv^ji J^.j L^>j ^ iU^j Sjiy.U 

.JJjJl ^Juii 

0 jLp (_5*^>>J1 i—JiJuJl Oli (j'*''^ -^4^ (_r^ 4jiA>Jl i__»Jl« ^LjI 01 J yiij 

(.Ju-jj ^1 A*-^ Olj *^^l-i^J ^^^^^ L5^^ ^J^al^oil ^J.^Jl:*t-<Jl aJ.<fcP Jljil ^ 

i3*>bs-'^l jX-^sl y J^. A^y^ |_jxjUiJl j_j!l Juj-1 ij.w^;^' SjLis- j_jj1 j_j!l 

4«j j'^1 1 alJuJl sJi5-_5 J jii (V3jjUs>^l ) SjjL^I i_~»JlJ1 Ul» sJis- jS J jvsNlj ^ jjiJl 

_^yl>Jl I a> j^l fj^"^ OUaiij "Ix^ CJ^^^ tiill-ii' Uajl 

^ Jj 4i'>(:S- C-i 01 J Ajji di— ^ '^-s'N Js*^ ij'*^^ ^W" 01 l-i* y jt-LxJ 
^ jiJl i_,jstjtjl J il jAJI Jas-j 2LJ1 j-^^aJl i-J ^ *) j5 ^^jil J jlj J i—jb^lj 2u_wJl 
<b Jjy ^ La^ :5j^1 oJla j5-l Ui aS' jb' Oji-^ Jj ^Lj'^I 1 -la J_t« 0 jJLjtjV 

-Q-^ "■ (j^ ^^^^ ij^ 4Jl!1j i J ^yU-*Jl 
SjjIj 4j>fcjj?*s_si9 oIjIji^ OjjS'-LJl AjCj*^! JA ^ ^ ^tJ^f-'l' -^•^ 

j-UJkll i-UjaP J 4jl:>w2il ^1 ^ I'M!!* ^\ ^ 43 ^_^Jl«j A»rlj 2L«> j^T j 
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gs^ Jit (iJ^I "=0 (Ji<J U ^ U>-5JI lSS^ c:^*jf 

y^/(3 1/ L- cf ^tf^ Jr-v if'M LL.^y^/,\^^jM\jiJ^f:" 
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Jjiji^J^j^/^ Suy (/^ 'iVi- ^ ^ t^/^i_5vl^:^L( (r) 

4JJI ^-.o^J^[^iy^£;^^/jk-^ 

^(^/^ (/clU d^vt^^^L^li 'J ui^Li (r) 
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LfcT' "c3 ^ i^V^ /ij>iU c^^5>i ^t' (^) 

6-»'^-r^>i'- (/y^C/'^i' ^ If 6-^ 
^ i^y ^ 'iv*L JUviU (^.(^(iiy^^ ^Jvl^: ;s (^) 

l/>t>^.i(V/^ cfc^U \>j^y^.J;j\jt^L^ P^^Li ( A) 

L/lLai^cf^ii>^fl^c^i/i_^Lc^iJ3byi^>i^li (9) 
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y2£(X> c^ij^ viL Z^l^U^L ^) C^y l/^ 2^ U 

_ji^idiJu:j/L^(/j/^^((/c3i(/(yi/ «ju^^ 

vii^ i^i/u/^ uyij ^ly jL/6i/;Uw^^if^ i' Jr-v^^-/ 

- Z_ yij' I (/ y Z_ If 6^ ^ 
^ c/"^ ^ ^ cf^ '^v ^ L^'ii ^ ' o J by I ^ L I ( I r ) 

(/ly L L^u u jy i^'uyij ^(/ jy^ ^ jy^j ^Uii 

-L/Lf'L^<(/yLl^l/^6^--^^'/ oJ' 
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] 



^V\J^r^j:AA^^Ay^^k^\')^^\6^>^^y':~^^.>L/ 

A. 
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(Jjf'*( Jl c/^f d<>t^ 9J (iji^i;;;'.!^^^- <^ ij:< L*d<>t^ l/cZ-i ^^--Cif ^ I* / 
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(|) 

^.f\tj:^\yV'^J^i\^.^[f-^j>jf»j:\^j:^\ (r) 

i_>l/J^ ljv*:^>l/*L L^J l^i?^ (jvw*:^ (/l (o) 
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t-/c/-i tj'<^yil~ i^i/*:^ ' Z_ If 6-^ "/^ 

i/( (>t ^ U- U^- w/- (/- (/ L c//. J L> L J i I// 
- <^ l/J ly cZ-i C^f^'^ U/kcvK' 
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vil- \)^J\ {Jp)) {f'c^i If tj^jj)^ LJ^^J\ jh)/^/^Mi^ 
L::^ ^ ^. L*^*ll^2l /^^'-^ J^^' L'-f' ^^^^ 

cC^ i^J^ul ^1-/" 1^ Jy^^Jcr.iiV'J'uj^vL'^/ 
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-ji)jiy: ihycC^ tj^j^L d. Jhji^cr.%tji^ji 
J^r rtr (i i_ ^ ;u cT. . u/^ Cf>^ J (J?: y jd,^ 
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JJL>LLy 61^.'^ (/'/^ Jli (/'yc/^ ^vj;>jr/(j5cf'^ l^l/i-/ 

Jl ^/a li'V'/^ c/^ ^vd^^lTjlj!: C> - ^ If l/j/j 

-^if>?^y'4^uy^ 

7J I 7j\ 7J 7J . 7J 7J . , -y , , --J • . „ , 

^.(^^t^^j^^^J'i\^^\^'\Sy^> t'- ^ Ir'f' t 
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J) 
J) 
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^A^c/^ (j-'^Vc^'cif ^/J. w^>i L^y Juji/ii? 
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Wail Bin Hujiir said I heard the Prophet repeat these words' not of those earned your anger 
nor of who go astry ' and then say amin, prolonging the sound of the last word. 

(jy-U ^ (J^l/l? cfl^i 41^^^ a!: ^ U Ui> Uj> 

It is indisputable matter of the Mohammedan Eceslesiastical Law that the word amin should 
be pronounced in prayers after the sirra-i-fateha, or the first chapter of the Kuran, and the 
only difference of opinion among the four hnams is, whether it should be pronounced aloud 
or in a low voice. The Hdaya.which is the most celebrated text-book of the Hanafi school of 
law, lays down the rule in the foUowingtcrms:- " When the imam ( leader in prayer) has said, 
nor of those who go astry,' he should say amin, and so should those who are following him 
in the prayer, because the Porphet has said that when the Imam say amin you must say amin 
too. And it must be said in a low voice because such is the tradittion stated by Ibn -i-Masud, 
and also because the word is in prayer, and therefore be pronounced in a low voice." That 
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this doctrine is the result of weighing the authority of the conflicting traditions is apparent 
from the commentary on the above passage of the Hedaya by Ibn-i-Humam, a celebrated 
author of the Hanafi School. These traditions are collected in the celebrated collections of 
taditions (Sihah) of Bukhari and Muslim,both equally acknowledged as accurate by all 
traditionists by all the schools of Sunni Mohammedans. From the same traditions followers 
of Imam Shafai evolved the doctrine that amin should be pronoimced aloud, and the views of 
that school are best stated by Nawawi, a commentator of Sahih Muslim. The followers of the 
other tow Imams, namely Malik and Hanbal, also maintain that the word amin should be 
pronounced aloud. But it is not necessary to cite authorities for this proposition, because their 
followers do not exist in British India. From what I have already said, it is clear that the 
doctrine of all four Imams are regarded by Sunni Mohammedans as orthodox, and that the 
difference of opinion which exist between them are pure matters of detail. Indeed, in the 
greatest mosque in the world, namely, the Ka'ba itself, the followers of all the four Imams are 
at full Uberty to pray according to their own tenets. The Shafais, as is apparent from the texts 
which I have aheady quoted , pronounce the word Amin aloud in prayers, and to this no 
objection is or can be made on the ground that the practice is heterodox from sunni point of 
view. Indeed, the prosecutor in this very case, in his petition of the 20th September, 1884, 
after stating the orthodox Mohammedans are the followers of the four Imams, goes on to say 
that " if the defendantd had been the followers of any of the four Imams, the complainant, 
who is a Hanafi, and other Mohammedans, would not have shrunk from associating with 
them.", and the ground of the complaint is stated in the petition to be that the defendants " 
are not followers of any of the four Imams," that " they intend to set up a new form of 
worship for themselves," that " they are therefore no longer Mohammedans," and by saying 
the word amin aloud they "have been guilty of the offence of insulting the rehogin of Hanafia 
Musahnans." Now unless these allegations are substantiated, I am of opinin that there can be 

Free downloading facility of Videos,Audios & Books for DAWAH purpose only. From Islamic Research Centre Rawalpindi 



479 



www.ircpk.com www.ahlulhacleeth.net 



] 



no case against the accused imder S. 296 of the Indian Penal Code 

^ i>^y: y.'.p l/L D / '> ' J V'^ ^ lV' c/' 
ii^'J^^ jii^^^ oP^j^d '-^^^Yi_/j^ 
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Such a principle would place the minority at the mercey of the majority, and would, in a case 
like this, deprive them of the right of worship which the law distinctly confers upon them. 
Indeed, if such view were adopted, it would open the door for the wrongful prosecutions of 
innocent persons, who in the exercise of their lawful rights of worship, resort to mosques for 
devotion. 
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Now, it is fundamental principal of the Mohammedan Law of Wakf, too well known to 
require the eitation of authorities, that when a mosque is built and conscrated by public 
worship, it ceases to be property of the builder and vests in God ( to use the language of the 
Hidaya) " in such a manner as subjects to it the rules of Divine property, whence the 
appropriator's right in it is extinguished, and it becomes a property of God by the advantage 
of it resulting to his creatures. A mosque once so consecrated cannot in any case revert to 
the founder, and every Mohammedan has the legal right to enter it, and perform devotions 
according to his own tenets so long as the form of worship is in accord with the recognized 
rules of Mohammedan Ecclesiastical Law. 
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Muhammad Yahya Kandhlawi, when he was sent by his fatherD to study at the 
Madrasah-yi Husain Baksh in Delhi during the 1880s, so feared the pervasive influence of 
the Ahl-i-Hadis in the city that he secreted himself in a cell at the tomb of Nizamu '-Din and 
finally went to Deoband . (Mufti Azizur Rahman, Tazkira-yi Masha'ikh Deoband , Bijnor, 
1958, p 311. (Metcalf P. 285) 
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